
Juliet's Diary

In the play, Juliet tends to share her feelings with the Nurse, who has 
known Juliet all her life. Juliet is, however, coming to an age when she 
needs to start making decisions on her own. This is the time when many 
of us start to keep a diary, where we chronicle the things that have 
happened to us and where we work through ideas and emotions. 

Let’s imagine that Juliet is keeping a diary. What do you think her entry 
for the night after the ball at the Capulets looks like…

The most amazing thing has happened today! My parents The most amazing thing has happened today! My parents were having a 
ball at our house, and for some strange reason right before they 
started to talk about me getting married to someone I'd never met 
before, but I said I was actually still pretty young for that sort of 
thing, so that's that. Anyway, I met this absolutely gorgeous guy at the 
party - Romeo he is called. I didn't know who he was then, but the way 
he spoke to me while dancing was just cool. He really knows how to 
flirt, flirt, we ended up sharing a poem together (and a kiss!)! I don't how 
that happened, really, but it did! Then, guess what, turns out that he is 
the son of that Montague! Just my luck! I mean, of all people in 
Verona, I obviously have to fall for the son of my family's worst 
enemy! ...

Romeo and Juliet

Imagine you are Juliet and you are writing a diary entry for the 
evening before she takes Friar Lawrence’s drug. What do you 
think is going through her head at that moment in the play? Is she 
afraid? Impatient to see Romeo again when she wakes up?



Compare your diary entry to Juliet’s soliloquy in Act IV, Scene 3:

Romeo and Juliet

What does Shakespeare imagine Juliet fears in this moment? Try and 
identify how this soliloquy is structured:

      - Can the soliloquy be broken down into parts?

      - Are there any rhetorical devices that help you identify the     
        different thoughts that run through Juliet’s head?

How would you perform this soliloquy in terms of its emotions: for 
example, where in the speech do you think is Juliet most afraid?
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