
Shakespeare’s plays and characters can be brought vividly to life for 
students using a variety of interactive, energetic and engaging storytelling 
techniques. The following active introduction provides a great first 
encounter with Shakespeare and his stories for students.

As the leader you are the storyteller, and the whole group should sit in a 
circle for this activity. You will need to choose a particular action word or 
phrase to use as a command. In this Active Introduction the phrase ‘Hold 
thy peace’ has been used. When said out loud the word is used to quickly 
return the students to their place in the circle after acting in each ‘scene’.  
Everyone will have the opportunity to join in with the telling of the story by 
becoming a character or an object in the tale.

Start telling the story, and as soon as a character or an object is 
mentioned, indicate the first student to step into the circle.  Encourage the 
student to strike a pose or make a shape.  If two or more characters are 
introduced, then they can step in at the same time to act their part of the 
story. When you call out ‘Hold thy peace’ the student should sit down. 
Continue telling the story with the next person from the circle.
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As more characters or objects are introduced, move around the circle so 
that all the students are given a chance to take part.  Explain to the group 
that it does not matter if the character they have been chosen to be is 
male or female.  Using this technique means that different pupils get to 
play the same character at various times and everyone gets a chance at 
acting several roles, regardless of gender.

Continue telling the story, introducing more characters or actions, and 
making sure all students are given a chance to take part.  Props can also 
be introduced although this is not essential. At any time the students can 
add lines from the play or improvise with dialogue, but remember, during 
the telling of the story, once the teacher says ‘Hold thy peace’ everyone 
returns to their original place in the circle. 
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The text below gives possible suggestions for interjections; however you 
may choose to adapt the text for your group. You may prefer to use 
different quotations from Shakespeare or encourage students to use their 
own words.  For ease of storytelling, new characters in each ‘scene’ are 
highlighted in bold text. If the students are struggling to distinguish 
characters, visual props can be introduced to identify each character. 
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